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Central Intelligence Agency 


Washir^on, DC. 20505 

Oil RLE 

24 June 1985 ^ # 


The Honorable Claude Pepper 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on Health and Long-Term Care 
,j.Select Committee on Aging 
House of Representatives^ 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The records of this Agency were canvassed as a result of 
your 5 June 1985 letter concerning the issue of fraudulent 
degrees and professional credentials. 

In specific reply, we have received no referrals from the 
FBI, no employees have been hired on the basis of suspect 
degrees or credentials, none were promoted, and no formal 
action has been taken concerning them. 

I hope that the above information is helpful to you. 

Very sincerely, 




^ / 

tECiSUiiiifr Ilfll-iflM 

— iEjUoZ 


’STdrrh Tir 'Stein ' 
Inspector General 
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JUN 20 1985 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Inspector General 

FROM: Robert W. Magee 

Director of Personnel 

SUBJECT: ;v: ; . Fraudulent Degrees and Professional Credentials 


1. This in response to your 11 June 1985 memorandum which inquires 
whether this office has any knowledge of the use of fraudulent academic 
credentials by Agency employees. It is my understanding that your interest in 
this matter is prompted by a letter from Representative Claude Pepper asking 
for any information on employees of the Federal Government who have obtained 
degrees and/or credentials from nonexistent or "diploma mill" institutions. 

2. My office attempted to obtain a list of educational institutions 
offering the "fraudulent" diplomas but neither the FBI nor Congressman 
Pepper's subcommittee had such a list. We did, however, use NEXIS to identify 
institutions which had been identified in newspaper articles as being diploma 
mills or granting fraudulent diplomas and we then checked our personnel 
records to determine if any of our employees had claimed educational 
credentials from these institutions. None had. 

3. We have some additional feelers out for information about diploma 
mills and we will follow up on any additional information we receive. At this 
point, however, we have no knowledge of CIA employees holding fraudulent 
degrees. 

STAT 
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inspector general 

j? .6 - W0 




11 June 1985 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Security 

Director of Personnel 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


John H. Stein 
Inspector General 

Fraudulent Degrees and Professional Credentials 


1. I am in receipt of a letter from Representative Claude 
Pepper, Chairman of the Select Committee on Aging of the House 
of Representatives, in which he asks for any information this 
office might have on employees of the Federal government who 
have obtained degrees and/or credentials from nonexistent or 
"diploma mill" institutions (letter and questionnaire are 
attached) . 

2. This office has no record of any such individuals; 
however, could you let me know by 20 June 1985 whether either 
the Office of Security or Office of Personnel have any 
knowledge of such fraudulent use of credentials. 


John H. Stela 
John H. Stein 


Attachments: 
As stated 

cc : DDA 


Distribution* 

0r ig - i e a 
1 - DDA 
J - IG Chron 


D/OP; D/OS 


“ ~ wrilUIl 

/: CKron 


rp. nTc *"- 16 Sut) J‘ect 

IG. JHStein:lcv(l]Jun85) 
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. CLAUDE PEPPER, FLORIDA 

CHAIRMAN 

JAMES J. FLORIO. NEW JERSEY 

HAROLD E FORD. TENNESSEE 

MARY ROSE OAKAR, OHIO 

THOMAS A. LUKEN. OHIO 

DAN MICA. FLORIDA 

HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA 

MIKE SYNAR. OKLAHOMA 

BUTLER DERRICK, SOUTH CAROLINA 

BRUCE F. VENTO, MINNESOTA 

BARNEY FRANK. MASSACHUSETTS 

RON WYDEN, OREGON 

IKE SKELTON. MISSOURI 

DENNIS M. HERTEL MICHIGAN 

ROBERT A. BORSKI, PENNSYLVANIA 

BEN ERDREICH. ALABAMA 

BUDDY MacKAY, FLORIDA 

NORMAN SISISKY. VIRGINIA 

EDWARD R. ROYBAL, CALIFORNIA (EX OFFICIO) 

KATHLEEN GARDNER CRAVEOI 

STAFF DIRECTOR 

MELANIE MODLIN 
ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR 

PETER REINECKE 
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 

JAY CONSTANTINE 
BILL HALAMANDARIS 
LEWIS H. KULLER. M.D.. D.P.H. 

CONSULTANTS 

( 202 ) 226-3381 



INSPECTOR r 

L_ 

i>ou$e of ftepreSentatibeg 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE 
377 House Office Builoing Annex 2 

Wlaafjmgton, 25C 20515 


RALPH REGULA, OHIO 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

GEORGE C. WORTLEY. NEW YORK 
JIM COURTER. NEW JERSEY 
CLAUDINE SCHNEIDER. RHODE ISLAND 
THOMAS J RIDGE. PENNSYLVANIA 
john McCain. Arizona 
SHERWOOD L. BOEMLERT, NEW YORK 
JIM LIGHTFOOT, IOWA 
JAN MEYERS. KANSAS 
PATRICK L SWINDALL. GEORGIA 
PAUL B. HENRY, MICHIGAN 
JIM KOCBE, ARIZONA 

MATTHEW J. RINALDO. NEW JERSEY (EX OFFICIO) 

MARK BENEDICT, J.D. 

MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

LORI LIGHTFOOT 
ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR 

( 202 ) 226-3383 


June 5, 1985 


Dear Mr. Stein: 

Your attention to a matter of importance to this Subcommittee would be greatly 
appreciated. 

The Subcommittee has been examining the issue of fraudulent degrees and 

P rofessional credentials. Our initial work in this area focused on the sale and use of 
raudulent medical credentials and a hearing was held in December 1984. We are now 
broadening the scope of our inquiries to include other types of degrees and credentials. 
In this regard, we have become aware of investigations conducted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation which have identified employees of the federal government who have 
obtained degrees and/or credentials from nonexistent or "diploma mill" institutions. We 
also understand that in instances where federal employees have surfaced during these 
investigations, the names of these individuals have been referred to the affected Office 
of Inspector General for appropriate attention. Please advise me whether you have 
received such referrals. If so, please provide the information requested on the attached 
sheet. 


This information should reach me by June 26, 1985. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

With kindest regards, 



CPscwk 

Mr. John H. Stein, 

Inspector General 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 
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, CLAUDE PEPPER, FLORIDA 
CHAIRMAN 

* * JAMES J. FLORIO, NEW JERSEY 
, HAROLD E. FORD. TENNESSEE 
MARY ROSE OAKAR. OHIO 
THOMAS A. LUKEN, OHIO 
DAN MICA. FLORIDA 
HENRY A. WAX MAN. CALIFORNIA 
MIKE SYNAR, OKLAHOMA 
BUTLER DERRICK. SOUTH CAROLINA 
BRUCE F. VENTO. MINNESOTA 
BARNEY FRANK. MASSACHUSETTS 
RON WYDEN. OREGON 
IKE SKELTON. MISSOURI 
DENNIS M. HERTEL. MICHIGAN 
ROBERT A BORSKI. PENNSYLVANIA 
BEN ERDREICH, ALABAMA 
BUDDY MacKAY, FLORIDA 
NORMAN SISISKY. VIRGINIA 
EDWARD R. ROYBAL. CALIFORNIA (EX OFFICIO) 


KATHLEEN GARDNER CRAVEDI 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

MELANIE MODLIN 
ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR 

PETER REINECKE 
OIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 

JAY CONSTANTINE 
BILL KALAMANDARIS 
LEWIS H. KULLER, M.D., D.P.H. 
CONSULTANTS 

( 202 ) 226-3381 


©.£§>. $ouse of Jkpresentattoes 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE 
377 House Office Building Annex 2 

JHatffjington, BC 20515 


RALPH REGULA, OHIO 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

GEORGE C. WORTLEY, NEW YORK 
JIM COURTER. NEW JERSEY 
CLAUD1NE SCHNEIDER. RHODE ISLAND 
THOMAS J. RIDGE. PENNSYLVANIA 
John McCain, Arizona 
SHERWOOD L BOEHLERT. NEW YORK 
JIM LIGHTFOOT. IOWA 
JAN MEYERS. KANSAS 
PATRICK L SWINDALL, GEORGIA 
PAUL B. HENRY. MICHIGAN 
JIM KOLBE. ARIZONA 

MATTHEW J. RINALDO. NEW JERSEY (EX OFFICIO) 


MARK BENEDICT, J.D. 
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

LORI LIGHTFOOT 
ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR 

( 202 ) 228-3383 


' '-T 


1. How many employees were referred to your office by the FBI as having suspect 

degrees or credentials? 

2. How many of these employees were hired based, in part, on their suspect degrees or 

credentials? 

3. How many employees were promoted as a result of their acquisition of suspect 

degrees or credentials? 

4. Has any formal action been taken against employees who utilized fraudulent degrees 
or credentials for hiring or promotion purposes? 

a. Administrative 

b. Criminial 

c. Describe results of above actions. 

d. If no actions were taken, please explain reasons. 


Your name and title: 
Address: 


Telephone: 
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